


The Poll

Alberta is on the verge of a provincial election. All indicators point to a tight race, and
Calgary will be a critical battleground. CBC News commissioned a poll of Calgarians in
order to provide a deep dive into the minds of voters, across all four city quadrants.
This research brief summarizes storied published by CBC Calgary based on this poll,
and the feedback received.

The random survey of 1,000 of Calgarians was conducted using a hybrid method
between March 23 and April 6 by Edmonton-based Trend Research under the
direction of Janet Brown Opinion Research. Survey respondents were contacted by
telephone from randomly generated lists of phone numbers containing 5o per cent
landlines and 5o per cent cellphones. Numbers were called up to five times, at five
different times of day before being considered 'unreachable'. Respondents were given
the option of answering the survey when contacted, receiving a callback at a more
convenient time, or receiving a link and answering the survey online. The sample is
representative of region, age and gender. The margin of error is +/- 3.1 percentage
points, 19 times out of 20. For subsets, the margin of error is larger.

Janet Brown has been examining and tracking public opinion in Alberta for more than
30 years. Together with Trend Research, Janet Brown conducted the only poll during

the 2019 Alberta provincial election with results that were within the margin of error

for all political parties at both a provincial and regional level.
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Election Voting Intention April 2023
If a provincial election were held in Alberta today, which one of the following parties would you vote for?
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Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research /Trend Research for CBC News * Created with Datawrapper

However, with a five-point advantage for the NDP, the opposition party's lead barely
sits outside the margin of error.

"That lead could evaporate very quickly if the UCP has a more effective get-out-the-
vote strategy than the NDP has," Brown said.

Low approval ratings continue to dog Premier Danielle Smith, who replaced Kenney as
UCP leader in October. Asked how impressed they were with Smith on a 0-10 scale,
half of respondents gave her a low score of three or less, while 29 per cent said they
were highly impressed with her and scored her at seven or higher. Another 20 per
cent gave her a neutral rating.

That is nearly the mirror opposite of Calgarians' impressions of Notley, who's front
and centre in NDP campaign ads and pamphlets. Thirty per cent said they were
unimpressed, 45 per cent highly impressed and 24 per cent in the middle.
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Other smaller parties continue to barely register. The Alberta Party is hanging on to
three per cent while one per cent each said they would support the Wildrose
Independence Party, Alberta Liberals and Alberta Greens.

Six per cent of respondents are considered "orphaned voters," those polled who don't
like any of the options.

"Those voters have already rejected the two major parties. So | don't think there's
much chance that those parties can convert those voters into supporters at this
point," Brown said.

Who's blue, who's orange

The NDP are particularly strong among Calgary women, leading the UCP by 51 per
cent to 41, while the parties are virtually even with men. NDP retains its traditional
strength among young voters, but is also leading the UCP by 10 percentage points
among senior citizens, the poll suggests.

The UCP enjoys a healthy lead with Calgarians with no post-secondary education or
some, while respondents with university degrees clearly prefer the New Democrats.

While some city quadrants appear to clearly prefer one party over the other —and
the NDP is better in the inner city, the UCP in the suburbs — there would be more
subtle distinctions if you drilled down further, said Jack Lucas, an associate professor
of political science at the University of Calgary.

"When you zoom in on the city of Calgary itself, there are districts within the city that
are particularly ideologically diverse and competitive," he said. "When you zoom in
within those districts, you even see particular neighbourhoods or communities that
are especially competitive.

"So it's a battleground, no matter what scale you're thinking about."
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Reaction
to the Poll




Dan Arnold
A @calgarygrit

This is such a rare luxury in terms of media polling: n =1000 live
interviewer regional deep dive.

Kudos to CBC for going the extra mile to give their readers this type of
analysis and understanding of the dynamics at play.

% CBC News & @CBCNews - Apr 11

Danielle Smith's United Conservative Party could lose most seats in Calgary
but still win the Alberta election, according to a special Calgary-only poll
commissioned by CBC News. cbc.ca/news/canada/ca...

Ken Boessenkool @KenBoessenkool - Apr13
Brilliant analysis by @planetjanetyyc and @markusoff.

Sorting out the tensions between the two parties and their respective
leaders is what will ultimately determine this election. +

cbe.ca

ANALYSIS | Calgary voters look off to their right and see Danielle Smi...
Calgarians largely see themselves in the ideological centre, and the
NDP's Rachel Notley is viewed as left of centre. The UCP leader, ...
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£ Morrey Ewing @MorreyEwing - Apr 12
$ Replying to @planetjanetyyc @ryanjespersen and @JLisaYoung
Great poll, great write-ups of the poll by CBC and Lisa, but totally
misleading headline. How can a poll of City of Calgary-only (showing 8 -
18) demonstrate that DS may not need Calgary to win 44 seats overall.
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R David Coletto £ @DavidColetto - Apr 13
> This is really good analysis from @planetjanetyyc

Calgary voters look off to their right and see Danielle Smith. That's a
problem for UCP | CBC News

cbc.ca

ANALYSIS | Calgary voters look off to their right and see Danielle Smi...
Calgarians largely see themselves in the ideclogical centre, and the
NDP's Rachel Notley is viewed as left of centre. The UCP leader, ...

Ken Lima-Coelho @KennyVLimaC - Apr 15
| love listening to @RishiKNagar on @WestofCentreCBC. He understands
his very large, vote-rich community in a deep and intimate way. Great
ground-level analysis, along with strong insights from the incomparable
@planetjanetyyc and @DuaneBratt. @markusoff held his own too.
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Alexa Briggs
@BriggsAlexa

Excellent read! Loving all the analysis of the recent #yyc poll from
@planetjanetyyc. #ableg

“§\ Rishi Kumar Nagar e & @RishiKNagar - Apr 15

On election night, no one should be surprised if the result in Calgary-Cross
determines the next government...cbc.ca/news/canada/ca..

Real Mike 1=)™ Fake Ezzie @fakeezzie - 17h

@ There is some stellar data and analysis in this article, as usual
@planetjanetyyc and others at the CBC are producing top notch election
coverage & content.

o Janet Brown @planetjanetyyc - 21h

Here's what a regression analysis of the CBC Battleground Calgary
data showed. Great work from @BDeCillia with an assist from
@jbsnol H#ableg #abpoli

cbc.ca/news/canada/ca...

Joe Vipond @jvipondmd - 1h
Essential listen for all Calgarians in the pre-election period.

@DuaneBratt @planetjanetyyc @RishiKNagar on @WestofCentreCBC
twitter.com/WestofCentreCB...
3/4

6 West of Centre CBC @WestofCentreCBC - Apr 16
ICYMI: The battle for Calgary #ableg #cdnpoli cbe.ca/listen/cbc-pod
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A Few Critics
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B Valentine @DisperseControl - Apr 11
Replying to @planetjanetyyc and @CBCCalgary
Biased CBC poll of 1000 people lol. Calgary's population is 1,640,000.

That's 0.06% of the population. It's not enough to generate statistical
confidence with a standard distribution.

Go back to school and take stats 101 you vile partisan shill.

. Ger Ham @GerHam9 - Apr 15

Why does CBC insist on not being a news outlet and only wants to be a
propaganda machine for the NDP and Liberals?

JC Chaos @Chaos_JC_ - Apr15

' The government paid media Presstitutes and bought-off Pollster
Organizations become more obvious every day.....and the people see your
agenda. Here’s hoping the next few administrations can look forward to
the disintegration of your organizations. #abpoli #abpolitics
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