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The Poll

To mark the second anniversary of the 2023 Alberta provincial election, CBC Calgary
commissions an wdepth survey of Albertans to better understand the attitudes and values that
are currently driving politics in Alberta.

The random survey df,200 Albertans was conducted using a hybrid method betvivay 12
and 24 by Edmontobased Trend Research under the direction of Janet Brown Opinion
Research. Survey respondents were contacted by telephone from randomly generated lists of
phone numbers containing 50 per cent landlines and 50 per cent cellphones. Numbers were
called up to five times, at five different times of day before being considered 'unreachable'.
Respondents were given the option of answering the survey when contacted, receiving a
callback at a more convenient time, or receiving a link and answering the survey online. The
sample is representative of region, age and gender. The margin of errerZs8percentage
points, 19 times out of 20. For subsets, the margin of error is larger.

Janet Brown has been examining and tracking public opinion in Alberta for more than 30 years.

Together with Trend Research, Janet Brown conducted the most accurate pddkelged
polls in both the 2019 and 2023 Alberta provincial elections.
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Calgary

Poll finds Albertans' attachment to Canada has
grown as support for separatism has hardened

'The more we talk about separation, the more people are saying that they feel attached
to Canada'": pollster

e Robson Fletcher, Elise Stolte - CBC News - Posted: May 28, 2025 2:00 AM MDT | Last Updated: May 28

A car travels south along Highway 22 in Rocky View County, with the Rocky Mountains in the background and
Canadian and Alberta flags in the foreground. (Robson Fletcher/CBC)
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Like many Albertans, Michelle Schamehorn was disappointed by the Liberal victory in last month's
federal election.

But she's not on board with the escalating rhetoric surrounding Alberta separation.

"For me, no. I don't want to separate,” said the resident of Taber, Alta., who works at a local truck
dealership and feels most Canadian when she's snowshoeing in the mountains.
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"I'm proud to be Canadian. Very, very proud to be Canadian."

She remains squarely in the majority in this province, according to new polling commissioned by
CBC News, which asked a random sample of 1,200 people across Alberta their views on a variety of
topics.

When it came to the question of whether Alberta would be better off if it separated from Canada,
67 per cent disagreed while 30 per cent agreed. The result was almost identical to a similar poll
that asked the same question five years earlier.

One thing that has changed, however, is the strength of support among the Alberta separatists. In
May 2020, only 12 per cent "strongly” agreed. By May 2025, that had grown to 17 per cent.

Separation sentiment: 2020 to 2025
Respondents were prompted: 'Alberta would be better off if it separated from Canada’
B Strongly agree

Somewnistagres Total ‘agree’ has hovered between 25%

B Not sure and 30% since 2020, but 'strongly agree’
M Somewhat disagree shot up in recent polling

I Strongly disagree

March 2020
May 2020

April 2021

May 2025 E§2% 13%

Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research (Chart: Robson Fletcher / CBC)
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The poll also found a shift in public opinion at the other end of the spectrum.

Asked whether they feel more attachment to Alberta or to Canada, 34 per cent now picked their
country over their province. That's up from just 20 per cent five years ago.

There was little change in those who feel more attachment to Alberta over that same time, while
the proportion of those who said "both equally” shrank substantially.

Attachment to province vs. country: 2020 to 2025

Respondents were asked: 'Would you say you feel more attached to Alberta or Canada?’

B More attached to Alberta

B Both Equally There's been little change in attachment to Alberta
B More attached to Canada over the years, but attachment to Canada shot up in

M Not sure recent polling
March 2020

May 2020

April 2021

Oct. 2022

May 2025 K417 33% 34%

Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research (Chart: Robson Fletcher / CBC)
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"So, I think we're seeing polarization on both ends," said pollster Janet Brown, who conducted the
public-opinion research for CBC News.

“When it comes to separation, we're seeing that the number of people who strongly agree with
separation is increasing,” Brown said. "On the other side, we see the people who are attached to
Canada, we see that group growing. The more we talk about separation, the more people are
saying that they feel attached to Canada."

On a straight ballot question, meanwhile, 28 per cent of Albertans said in the latest polling that
they'd vote to separate if a referendum were held today, compared to 67 per cent who would vote
against separation. Five per cent said they weren't sure.

Trump effect

CBC News visited Taber recently to ask people in Alberta's Conservative heartland about what
Canada means to them after the rhetoric around separation kicked up.

Several residents said they weren't ready to give up on Canada yet, despite their disappointment
at seeing the Liberals win a fourth consecutive election.

Daybreak Alberta 10:00

’ Daybreak u ¥ :
Alberta We head to Taber to talk about separatist sentiment in Alberta

Elise Stolte wanted to hear what Taber residents, a real conservative stronghold, think about the suggestion that
the province should separate from the rest of Canada.

Schamehorn said she's not a very political person, but the combination of the election defeat, talk
of independence and the U.S. tariffs shocked her. It's made her pay more attention, she said, and
she doesn't believe Alberta should pick up and walk away in frustration.

"We're Canada. We're Alberta. And we need to figure this out," she said.

"We have countries that are trying to destroy us right now. And we can't let that happen. We have
to figure out how to be strong, together.”
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Taber resident Michelle Schamehorn describes herself as "very, very proud’ to be Canadian. (Elise Stolte/CBC)

Brown, the pollster, says the recent tariffs and annexation threats from U.S. President Donald
Trump have had a distinct effect on how Albertans view their province and their country.

"When you look deeper at the data, there definitely is a connection there," she said.

"One of the questions we asked was how stressed out people were about U.S.-Canada trade
relations. And it seems like society here in Alberta is breaking into two groups: those people who
are very preoccupied with tariffs and those people who aren't that preoccupied with tariffs. In
fact, they are more preoccupied with Ottawa than they are with Washington.”

Albertans who feel stressed by the trade war expressed significantly higher attachment to Canada
in the recent polling.

Those who said they weren't stressed by it, in contrast, expressed significantly higher attachment
to Alberta.
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'I guess I'm more Canadian'

Rick Tams works with Schamehorn at a truck dealership in Taber.
He puts himself in the Canadian-first camp, but with a pretty big asterisk attached.

"We are a member of a country first and I live in the province of Alberta, so I guess I'm more
Canadian," he said.

"But that being said, there's a gap within our own country. It's flawed."

CRET TN “g

?"‘m:
‘ﬁr:‘,}

y 'y, )

Rick Tams in Taber, Alta,, describes himself as more Canadian than Albertan but says he's been frustrated by the
past 10 years of Liberal government in Ottawa. In his circles, he believes a separation referendum would have a
chance. (Elise Stolte/CBC)

Tams says he's been frustrated by the past 10 years of Liberal government in Ottawa, in particular
when it comes to deficit spending, oil-and-gas regulations and the lack of follow-through on once-
promised electoral reform.

He says he's seen, first hand, how that's hardened some Albertans' attitudes toward separation.

“In the circles I travel in, I think a referendum would have a chance," he said. "That doesn't mean
we have to leave. But it does mean people have got to start paying attention.”

As for himself?

"I would like to see just a whole lot more information before there was a vote," Tams said.
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Political implications

Brown says the polling results show a "yes" vote in a hypothetical referendum on separation would
almost certainly fail, but at the same time reveal a "sizeable minority of people who are serious
about this idea."

"You just can't call this a fringe idea anymore,” she said. "It's a strong sentiment in the
population.”

The political implications are far-reaching, she added, especially for Alberta Premier Danielle
Smith.

Brown noted the poll results show Alberta NDP supporters are almost universally opposed to
separation, while 54 per cent of UCP supporters said they would vote in favour of it, if a
referendum were held today.

Separation support by party support

How Albertans would vote if a separation referendum were held today, broken down by which political party they
would support in a general election

B Would vote FOR [l Would vote AGAINST Il Don't know / No answer
UCP Voters EF.UA 399% 7%

NDP Voters 98%

Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research (Chart: Robson Fletcher/CBC)

"Danielle Smith is dealing with a voter base that's split on the issue of separatism, while [NDP
Leader] Naheed Nenshi is looking at a voter base who is single-minded on this issue,” Brown said.

"So that makes it much more challenging for Danielle Smith to manage her way through this."

At the same time, Brown said further data from the latest poll suggests Smith is "doing a better
job speaking to the middle group — the group who's both attached to Canada and attached to
Alberta."

"That group maybe wants a new deal from Ottawa but doesn't want to separate,” Brown said. "And
she is speaking to that group, and I don't think the NDP is yet speaking to that group.”

The details of that aspect of the poll results — which party is leading in popular support, and
why — is the topic of the next story in this series.

e ANALYSIS Poll suggests Alberta voters' honeymoon with Danielle Smith and UCP
endures
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> (oC=10) (BB Short: Albertans like a fighter. Right now, that's Danielle Smith

EDITOR'S NOTE: CBC News commissioned this public opinion research to be conducted
immediately following the federal election and leading into the second anniversary of the United
Conservative Party's provincial election win in May 2023.

As with all polls, this one provides a snapshot in time.

Here for Canada

. * advertising campaigns  Use promo code CANADAZS

This analysis is one in a series of articles from this research. More stories will follow.

Methodology:

The CBC News random survey of 1,200 Albertans was conducted using a hybrid method from May 7
to 21, 2025, by Edmonton-based Trend Research under the direction of Janet Brown Opinion
Research. The sample is representative of regional, age and gender factors. The margin of error is +/-
2.8 percentage points, 19 times out of 20. For subsets, the margin of error is larger.

The survey used a hybrid methodology that involved contacting survey respondents by telephone
and giving them the option of completing the survey at that time, at another more convenient time,
or receiving an email link and completing the survey online. Trend Research contacted people using
a random list of numbers, consisting of 40 per cent landlines and 60 per cent cellphone numbers.
Telephone numbers were dialled up to five times at five different times of day before another
telephone number was added to the sample. The response rate among valid numbers (i.e., residential
and personal) was 12.8 per cent.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

R nF her

Data Journalist / Senior Reporter

Robson Fletcher's work for CBC Calgary focuses on data, analysis and investigative journalism. He
joined CBC in 2015 after spending the previous decade working as a reporter and editor at

newspapers in Alberta, British Columbia and Manitoba.
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Calgary - Analysis

Poll suggests Alberta voters' honeymoon with
Danielle Smith and UCP endures

Results indicate premier's party would cruise to majority now, winning 61 seats

9 Brooks DeCillia - CBC News - Posted; May 28, 2025 10:00 AM MDT | Last Updated: May 28

UCP Leader Danielle Smith delivers a speech in Calgary on May 29, 2023, following her party’s victory in the
provincial election. CBC News polling suggests the premier continues to hang on to the support that propelled
her to a majority. (Jeff McIntosh/The Canadian Press)

EDITOR'S NOTE: CBC News commissioned this public opinion research to be conducted
immediately following the federal election and leading into the second anniversary of the United
Conservative Party's provincial election win in May 2023.

As with all polls, this one provides a snapshot in time.

This analysis is one in a series of articles from this research. More stories will follow.
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As Premier Danielle Smith approaches the halfway point in her mandate, over half of Albertans
continue to support her United Conservative Party, according to a CBC News poll,

"It's really quite amazing that two years in, she continues to enjoy a honeymoon," said Calgary-
based pollster Janet Brown, who conducted the random survey of 1,200 Albertans between May 7
and 21 for CBC News.

"We haven't seen a honeymoon last this long for a politician since the Ralph Klein days," Brown
added.

* Poll finds Albertans' attachment to Canada has grown as support for separatism has
hardened

Twenty-four months after Smith's United Conservative Party defeated Rachel Notley's Alberta
New Democrats, the polling suggests the premier continues to hang on to the support that
propelled her to a majority in 2023. Now, 52 per cent of decided and leaning Alberta voters
say they'd cast a ballot for the UCP.

The poll suggests the UCP would cruise to a majority, winning 61 ridings, while the NDP could drop
from the 38 seats it won in 2023 to 26 seats in the provincial legislature.

Voting intention by region

If a provincial election were held in Alberta today, which one of the following parties would you vote for?

Buce BWnNoP M Orphans [ Other
Alberta

Edmonton

O
-
o
]
<

Outside Calgary and Edmonton

Created with Datawrapper Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research Ava Maylor « CBC News

CBC NewsThe Road Ahead Poll Summagyay 2025

15



In the 2023 election, the UCP won with 52.6 per cent of the vote and 49 seats. The NDP captured
44 per cent of the vote share, mostly in Alberta's two major cities.

The recent poll suggests nearly four in 10 Albertans (38 per cent) would vote NDP. Seven per cent
of respondents said they remain undecided.

"The numbers are soft for the NDP right now," said Brown in an interview with CBC News.
"Approval numbers for the leader are soft right now. It is tough times for the NDP."

Albertans' positive impressions of Smith, in contrast, have ticked up over the past year, according
to the survey.

Improving impression of Smith

The governing UCP embarked on an ambitious — and often controversial — agenda since winning
power two years ago.

Despite worries about "confusion and chaos” from front-line workers regarding the breakup of
Alberta's health ministry and the lingering public concerns over an Alberta-only pension plan and
establishing a provincial police force, four in 10 Albertans gave Smith high marks on a scale from
zero to 10 for how impressed they are with the premier.

CBC News spoke with more than dozen people on Calgary's International Avenue and in the
community of McKenzie Towne on Monday about the UCP's leader. Voters who liked Smith called
her honest and admired how she stands up for Alberta and isn't afraid to say what's on her mind.

The voters disappointed with Smith who spoke to CBC News in Calgary were most likely to
mention health care or her support for citizen-initiated referendums.

Many Alberta voters remain impressed with Smith.
"She'd probably make a really good prime minister, actually,” voter Natasha Smith told CBC News.

Last year, Smith's overall favourable impression rating was 4.5 out of 10. This year, Smith's overall
rating ticked up to 4.7.

Consistent with CBC News polling from last year, more than four in 10 of those surveyed (41 per
cent) give the premier low marks between zero and three, while another 16 per cent gave her a
middle-of-the-road rating between four and six.

CBC NewsThe Road Ahead Poll Summagyay 2025
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Impressions of provincial leaders

On a scale from O to 10 where O means you are not at all impressed and 10 means you are very impressed, how
would you rate each of the following party leaders?

M Very impressed (7 to 10) Somewhat impressed (4 to 6) I Not at all impressed (0 to 3) Not sure

Danielle Smith, Premier and Leader of the

United Conservative Party aox BT
BT - ETI o

Naheed Nenshi, Leader of the New
Democratic Party

Created with Datawrapper Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research Ava Maylor « CBC News

"When Danielle Smith was first elected leader of the UCP, Albertans were very cautious,” said
Brown. "The longer that they know Danielle Smith, the more comfortable they're getting with her."

Smith's persistent hardline posture with the federal Liberal government appears popular with
Alberta voters.

Three-quarters of respondents who support holding a referendum on Alberta breaking away from
Canada also rank Smith between seven and 10.

And almost seven in 10 (69 per cent) of those Albertans who approve of Smith's efforts to reset
the Prairie province's relationship with the federal government give the premier high marks.

Lisa Farrell told CBC News she likes Premier Danielle Smith because she's standing up for Alberta and promoting
the oilsands. Sitting in the passenger seat of the pickup truck, Natasha Smith said she thinks Smith should be
prime minister. (James Young/CBC)

CBC NewsThe Road Ahead Poll SummagyMay 2025
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Calgarian Lisa Farrell shares that view, saying she likes Smith's support for the province's oil and
gas industry.

"I think she's really good," said Farrell, whose husband lost his job in the oilpatch last year. "I think
she's doing a good job for the province and I think she’s standing up for us and sticking up for us.”

Smith's impression scores have risen dramatically since she became premier in the fall of 2022. At
that time, 54 per cent of Albertans said they were not at all impressed by the former talk radio
host and Wildrose Party leader.

Not everyone's opinion of the premier has improved, according to the Albertans CBC News spoke
with on Monday.

Calgary voter Dave Gibson remains unimpressed with Smith, citing the UCP overhaul of Alberta's
health-care system.

"She's kind of pulling apart Alberta Health.... It's not that broken. Don't try and fix it... So, I'm not a
fan,” Gibson told CBC News on Monday.

43

Dave Gibson said he's less impressed with Premier Danielle Smith because of her policies on health care and the
large-scale disruption he sees as a patient. (James Young/CBC)

Naheed Nenshi, who won the leadership of Alberta's NDP last summer, received an average
impression rating of 4.1 in the poll.

Nearly three in 10 Albertans (27 per cent) gave the former Calgary mayor top marks, but four in 10
were not impressed with the NDP leader. Ten per cent remain unsure.

In comparison, only three in 10 Albertans gave Nenshi's predecessor, Rachel Notley, low scores in
thesgongenf 2028 Road Ahead Poll SummagMay 2025
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"When Rachel Notley resigned and we heard that Nenshi was going to be running, there was all
sorts of excitement. He was seen as a powerful political communicator,” said Brown. "But things
seem to have fizzled out since the leadership race. He's having a hard time winning Albertans over
at the moment.”

WATCH | Poll asks Albertans how impressed they are with Danielle Smith:

Albertans'’
iImpressions
of Smith

lh !

Poll suggests Albertans are split on theirimpressions of Danielle Smith

° 26 daysago | 3:21 3

Poll asked respondents to rate how impressed they are by Smith on a scale of zero to 10. The CBC's Elise Stolte
brings us the results.

Love them or hate them, Albertans, on average, think the leaders of the two main parties are more
ideologically extreme than them.

Middle-of-the-road voters see leaders as more extreme

When it comes to ideology, the survey suggests Albertans see themselves as pretty middle-of-the-
road on the left-right spectrum.

On average, Albertans skewed slightly right at 5.8 when asked to place themselves on a scale from
zero to 10, where zero means left and 10 means right.

Using the same scale, Albertans polled said Smith was to the right of them at 7.9 out of 10.
And they think Nenshi is to the left of them at 2.9 out of 10.

"There's people who don't quite know where he stands, so I think his biggest problem is to get
Albertans to understand what he is as leader of the NDP," said Brown.

"And then I think he has to show Albertans that he can hold views that are closer to the

ceptpes that e sotaleftAYiRg @bEmishAR fYG-i5sue they care about.”
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NDP support drops in Edmonton and among young voters

Nicknamed "Redmonton” for its almost unwavering support for the NDP, enthusiasm for the party
has dropped considerably in the capital since the 2023 election, according to the CBC News poll.

Nearly six in 10 Edmontonians (58 per cent) voted for the NDP in the last provincial election.

Poll results show the NDP and governing UCP in a statistical tie right now, with 47 per cent of
Edmontonians saying they'd cast a ballot for the NDP and 44 per cent saying they prefer the
United Conservative Party.

The UCP, which captured 50 per cent of the vote in Calgary in the provincial 2023 vote, has
increased its potential vote share to 52 per cent.

Meanwhile, the poll suggests support for the NDP in the headquarters of Canada’s oil industry has
dropped to 39 per cent.

Voting intention by gender and age

If a provincial election were held in Alberta today, which one of the following parties would you vote for?

uce BnDP M Another Party [l Orphan voter

Total 52% 38% 5%
Gender

Male 58% 32% 5%
Female PIX'3 45% 7%

Age

18-24 pyp™

25-44 EIEA

45-64 VLA

65+ 46% 44% 6%
Created with Datawrapper Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research Ava Maylor « CBC News

Considered the battleground in the 2023 provincial election campaign, New Democrats captured
48 per cent of the vote share in Calgary and 14 seats, some by razor-thin margins.

The survey indicates the UCP remains more popular with men (58 per cent) compared to women
(45 per cent). A third of Alberta male voters (32 per cent) say they'd vote for the NDP. Alberta

women are morthikely to cast agallo for the NDP at 45 per cent.
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Considered the battleground in the 2023 provincial election campaign, New Democrats captured
48 per cent of the vote share in Calgary and 14 seats, some by razor-thin margins.

The survey indicates the UCP remains more popular with men (58 per cent) compared to women
(45 per cent). A third of Alberta male voters (32 per cent) say they'd vote for the NDP. Alberta
women are more likely to cast a ballot for the NDP at 45 per cent.

Seniors appear almost evenly split between the UCP (46 per cent) and the NDP (44 per cent).

Younger voters, ages 18 to 24, appear to be more inclined to vote for the UCP (47 per cent)
compared to the NDP (39 per cent).

The UCP dominates among voters between the ages of 25 and 64 with 54 per cent, according to
the poll, saying they prefer the governing party to the opposition NDP (37 per cent).

"Younger men are more attracted to right-wing parties right now," said Brown. "And views on
separatism are really important in determining where people stand. So, young people who like the
idea of separatism, they're definitely on the right end of the spectrum. And the fact that there are
young Albertans wanting to separate, that's bad news for the NDP."

The CBC News random survey of 1,200 Albertans was conducted using a hybrid method between
May 7 to 21, 2025, by Edmonton-based Trend Research under the direction of Janet Brown Opinion
Research. The sample is representative of regional, age and gender factors. The margin of error is +/-
2.8 percentage points, 19 times out of 20. For subsets, the margin of error is larger. The survey used
a hybrid methodology that involved contacting survey respondents by telephone and giving them
the option of completing the survey at that time, at another more convenient time, or receiving an
email link and completing the survey online. Trend Research contacted people using a random list of
numbers, consisting of 40 per cent landlines and 60 per cent cellphone numbers. Telephone
numbers were dialed up to five times at five different times of day before another telephone number
was added to the sample. The response rate among valid numbers (i.e., residential and personal) was
12.8 per cent.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Brooks DeCillia spent 20 years reporting and producing news at CBC. These days, he’s an assistant

professor with Mount Royal University's School of Communication Studies.
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Calgary - Analysis

NDP still waiting for Nenshi wave: poll shows
party farther behind UCP with new leader

Former Calgary mayor's support lags Danielle Smith's. UCP nearly tied with NDP in
Edmonton

3 Jason Markusoff - CBC News - Posted: May 29, 2025 11:09 AM MDT | Last Updated: May 29
<4

Alberta NDP Leader Naheed Nenshi addresses delegates at the party’s convention in Edmonton on May 3.
(Emmanuel Prince-Thauvette/Radio Canada)
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EDITOR'S NOTE: CBC News commissioned this public opinion research to be conducted
immediately following the federal election and leading into the second anniversary of the United
Conservative Party's provincial election win in May 2023.

As with all polls, this one provides a snapshot in time.

This analysis is one in a series of articles from this research. More stories will follow.
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Naheed Nenshi, the Alberta NDP leader and prolific public speaker, spent 55 minutes delivering a
speech to his party's convention in early May about the state of Alberta politics and where he
wants to take his movement and province.

Well, at least most of it was present- and future-focused.

He spent 11 minutes near the top of his address looking back at the Calgary flood — the defining
moment of his mayoralty. A dozen years ago.

At one point in that reminiscence, he became self-aware he was dwelling on the past.
"So I know this feels like an old story," Nenshi said. "Why is he going back to the greatest hits?"

He then tried to bridge his storytelling about Calgary's flood-time resilience into a metaphor about
the UCP government.

"It's a flood of economic uncertainty. It's a flood of attacks on our public services. It's a flood of
policies that divide rather than unite. And today, my friends, we're going to start stopping that
flood."

But it seems like the hero of 2013 Calgary isn't stirring hearts in 2025 Alberta, according to new
polling from Janet Brown Opinion Research.

Ex-mayor behind in cities

The massive enthusiasm that surrounded his big win last year as the Opposition party's leader
appears to have failed to resonate beyond his base.

He was a star recruit from outside the NDP ranks, selected to deliver victory after former premier
Rachel Notley had failed in her second and third bids to return the party to that electoral
Jerusalem.

However, NDP fortunes have fallen sharply in Calgary under its first Calgarian leader. They'd
narrowly won the popular vote and won the most seats in the province's largest city in 2023, but
now trail the UCP there by 13 percentage points, the poll shows — nearly as far back as they are
provincewide.

And in Edmonton, the city they swept (again) and won by 29 points in 2023, it's nearly a tie.

CBC NewsThe Road Ahead Poll Summagyay 2025
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May 2025
Voting Intention

If a provincial election were held in Alberta today, which one of the following parties would you vote for?
Which other party would you vote for?
Perhaps you have not yet made up your mind. Is there nevertheless a party you might be inclined to support?

B ucP WNDP M Unspecified Voters = Other Party

62%

Alberta Edmonton Calgary Outside Calgary and
Edmonton

Chart: CBC News - Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research * Get the data + Created with Datawrapper

Nenshi is running in a by-election in Notley's former riding of Edmonton-Strathcona, and is even
mingling among the city's hockey fans in a newish team sweater.

But he has a lot of ground to make up in his newly adoptive political home base to even bring the
NDP back to its 2023 levels of success, let alone faring better than that next election.

"Our life's work is not to be the biggest Opposition Alberta has ever seen,” Nenshi told his party
convention. "Our life's work is to be the best government Alberta's ever had.”

While the NDP brand often struggled, Notley in her latter years tended to enjoy higher personal
support than her UCP rivals Jason Kenney and Danielle Smith.

The progressive party's current leader holds no such edge, compared to the current premier.

In both Edmonton and Calgary, more poll respondents are likely to say they have a negative
impression of Nenshi than a positive one.

CBC NewsThe Road Ahead Poll Summagyay 2025
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Regional breakdown of Nenshi's support

On a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means you are not at all impressed and 10 means you are very impressed, how
would you rate each of the following party leaders? Naheed Nenshi, the Leader of the New Democratic Party

M Poor rating (0-3) M Mid rating (4-6) M High rating (7-10)  Not sure

iy R - EXN
Edmonton 32% 27% _ 13%
otver e P -c~ R -

Created with Datawrapper Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research Ava Maylor « CBC News

Brown said he may have Smith to blame for his fortunes, as impressions of the premier have edged
upward over her time in office.

"It's always difficult to look at a leader in isolation because how well a leader is doing is always
related to how well the person on the other end of the teeter-totter is doing,” the pollster told CBC
News.

"So Danielle Smith probably owes something to Nenshi for how well she's doing, and Nenshi
probably has to acknowledge that Smith is one of the reasons that he's not performing as well."

Brown cites Smith's "dynamic" communicating skills — say, wasn't that Nenshi's reputation too? —
but also her ability to dominate the agenda as premier.

"She just takes up so much of the energy, it's hard for Nenshi to get into the debate," Brown said.

* ANALYSIS Poll suggests Alberta voters' honeymoon with Danielle Smith and UCP
endures
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Over his nearly one year as leader, Nenshi hasn't been able to get onto the legislature floor for any
formal debate; but with a by-election win on June 23, he'll have that opportunity when the
assembly resumes sitting in October,

But getting in four weeks of question period jousts this fall won't likely matter much — not with so
many other modern ways to make his political message heard, said Keith McLaughlin, a former
NDP senior aide and strategist.

To him, Nenshi should change the content and approach of his message, rather than expect the
venue to improve things for him.

"Voters want fighters, not feelers," McLaughlin said in an interview. "They don't want to go for a
bleeding heart."

While Nenshi's recollections of the Calgary spirit during the flood were well received by
convention-goers, McLaughlin said, the partisans were far more energized by their leader's more
spirited rhetoric about labour strife among education staff and about their rivals' flirtation with
provincial separatism.

David Climenhaga, a provincial NDP supporter and blogger, wrote after the Alberta convention that
Nenshi's been "weirdly passive" when he's had the opportunity to take on Smith.

"There are lots of social media videos, but I don't get the feeling Mr. Nenshi's professorial lectures
have homed in on the issues that matter the most to the working Albertans whose votes the
provincial NDP requires to push it over the top,” Climenhaga wrote.

However, time and circumstances may have prevented Nenshi from capitalizing on two of the
biggest fights his NDP have taken to the United Conservatives.

The opposition was girding for a big fight last fall, when Smith put forth her legislation making
major policy changes on transgender youth health care and in schools in late October. But soon
afterward, headlines were dominated by Donald Trump's victory south of the border, and his
subsequent threats on Canadian sovereignty.

Months later, controversy erupted over Alberta Health Services' contracting practices and the
ouster of CEO Athana Mentzelopoulos. Nenshi's NDP swiftly branded it a scandal and demanded
another ouster, that of Health Minister Adriana LaGrange.
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The Trump bump (of all else off the agenda)

But other events dominated the headlines as those health-management stories broke, too.

A newly inaugurated President Trump ramped up his tariff threats on Canada, and the rise of
Liberal Leader Mark Carney and the federal election became the main story in Alberta and
elsewhere, perhaps giving less spotlight to provincial politics, where Nenshi and his MLAs were
busy fervently denouncing their rivals and trying to highlight the AHS saga.

Brown also said she believes the recent evaporation of federal NDP support is helping drag down
the provincial party. Nenshi's team has recently started referring to themselves as "Alberta's New
Democrats” instead of using the NDP acronym — a subtle attempt to distance themselves from
their federal cousins.

That's on top of a more formal separation of federal and provincial branches.

At the same convention where Nenshi shared his flood reminiscences, members voted to end
automatic membership in the federal NDP for all provincial card-holders.

They also showed unity behind their leader with an 89.5 per cent vote of support in his leadership
review.

The party is leaning on him in these by-elections. Not only is Nenshi's name on his own candidate
lawn signs in Strathcona, but his cross-town colleague running in the vacant Edmonton-Ellerslie
has a "Team Nenshi" logo in one corner that's larger than the party's logo in another corner.

NDP MLA Christina Gray, left, introduces ﬁarty by-election candidates Gurtej Singh Brar, centre, and Naheed

Q%\Nex\&m@aﬁa@&%@@@@mﬁﬁ QHWE\&&}MQ%ZQ@Q;;M;M@S signs. (Bluesky/Gurtejsinghbrar)
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Despite his subpar performance in polls to date, there's far more patience than discontent among
New Democrats with Nenshi, McLaughlin said. There's also awareness that he has time to make up
ground before the next Alberta election in fall 2027.

While his NDP remains united, there's sharp division within Smith's party on the separation
question. And who knows what multiple investigations into the AHS matter will conclude?

* Poll finds Albertans' attachment to Canada has grown as support for separatism has
hardened

At the end of Nenshi's speech, he spent three more minutes on one last 2013 Calgary flood story
— about one family wracked by the disaster, and the shepherd’s pie that strangers made for them.

He spoke about the deep kindness and generosity of Albertans in the face of adversity, and then
spoke of tapping into that spirit to overcome what Smith's UCP have wrought.

It may have been a new anecdote to many of the non-Calgarians at this Alberta NDP event, but it's
one that by 2014 had already been well-worn in Nenshi's rhetorical repertoire.

He may choose to refresh the content of his speeches as he continues in his bid to overtake the
UCP and Smith.

Or, he could stick with his greatest hits, the pivotal moment of his past political career and for
Calgary.

But if the flood is still his favourite reference point come next election, he'll be seized by
something that happened 14 years ago, when voters will be concerned about the next four years.
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The CBC News random survey of 1,200 Albertans was conducted using a hybrid method between
May 7 to 21, 2025, by Edmonton-based Trend Research under the direction of Janet Brown Opinion
Research. The sample is representative of regional, age and gender factors. The margin of error is +/-
2.8 percentage points, 19 times out of 20. For subsets, the margin of error is larger. The survey used
a hybrid methodology that involved contacting survey respondents by telephone and giving them
the option of completing the survey at that time, at another more convenient time, or receiving an
email link and completing the survey online. Trend Research contacted people using a random list of
numbers, consisting of 40 per cent landlines and 60 per cent cellphone numbers. Telephone
numbers were dialed up to five times at five different times of day before another telephone number
was added to the sample. The response rate among valid numbers (i.e. residential and personal) was
12.8 per cent,
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Calgary - Analysis

Why Alberta politics may be getting more
polarized — and why that matters

'It's hard to have a functioning democracy when you see your opponents ... as being
evil,' says poli sci prof

e Brooks DeCillia - CBC News - Posted: Jun 03, 2025 2:00 AM MDT | Last Updated: June 3

People walk in downtown Calgary. According to recent CBC polling, fewer Albertans are identifying their
worldview as centrist. (Jeff McIntosh/The Canadian Press)

EDITOR'S NOTE: CBC News commissioned this public opinion research to be conducted
immediately following the federal election and leading into the second anniversary of the United
Conservative Party's provincial election win in May 2023.

As with all polls, this one provides a snapshot in time.

This analysis is one in a series of articles from this research. More stories will follow.
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If Albertans feel a divergence of political attitudes — a shift from the centre, toward more
ideological extremes — in the province, they aren't wrong, according to a recent poll commissioned
by CBC Calgary.

"I think we are so polarized," lamented Calgary's Jillian Reimer as she and her two boys sipped
drinks outside a coffee shop recently.

"I would like to have more conversations. I think there's very little that's actually black and white
and so much more that's nuanced,” she told a CBC News journalist asking Calgary residents about
their impressions of Premier Danielle Smith.

Reimer applauds Smith's defence of the energy industry, but not her actions on health care. The
Calgary woman laughed when told she is part of a shrinking group of people who rate Smith
somewhere in the middle.

Jillian Reimer of Calgary is part of 2 shrinking group of people in Alberta: a middle-of-the-road voter. (James
Young/CBC)

From the mainstreaming of "F--k Trudeau"” bumper stickers and flags to the heated tone of social
media debate, our political discourse can often feel more barbed and split.

While a2 2023 political science study found "only mixed evidence that Canadians are diverging
ideologically and becoming more polarized,” data from CBC News' recent poll suggests an increase
in political polarization among Albertans, pointing toward possibly more contentious times ahead
for the prairie province.
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Why we should care about polarization

Polarization isn't necessarily a bad thing, according to a data scientist who analyzed the poll
results for CBC News.

"It's important to identify where the fault lines in society are," said John Santos.

He believes that, if we know where the cracks are in our politics, we can try to meaningfully
grapple with divergent views and democratically sort out our differences.

"We need to deal with those in a way where people's concerns are heard and they feel like they
have a voice and a say in the democratic process," Santos told CBC News.

« Poll finds Albertans' attachment to Canada has grown as support for separatism has
hardened

Experts say addressing these political fractures can blunt the entrenchment that polarization can
trigger.

Political scientists differentiate between ideological polarization — the divergence over policy on
issues from the health-care system to taxes — and so-called affective polarization, the emotional
dislike or distrust that people feel for the other side.

"We worry about the effect of polarization," said University of Calgary political scientist Lisa

Young, "because it's hard to have a functioning democracy when you see your opponents not as ...

coming from a different perspective or being misguided, but as being evil."
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Albertans' flight to the extremes of ideology

The poll does not measure how Albertans feel about their political opponents, but the data does
suggest an increase in political polarization on values and worldviews.

Over the last seven years, CBC News has polled voters about their ideology, asking them to place
themselves on the left-right spectrum, with zero being extremely left-wing or progressive and 10
being intensely right-wing or conservative.

Consistent with previous polling, the latest representative survey found that Albertans, for the
most part, see themselves as political centrists with a slight right skew: on average, they rated
themselves at 5.8 out of 10 on this scale.

But while the average is only up slightly, fewer individuals in the recent survey identified their
worldview as centrist, when compared to previous surveys in recent years.

Albertans' self-reported ideology over time

This graph illustrates, over the last seven years, where Albertans place their political views on a scale from 0 to
10, where O means left and 10 means right.

B oon'tknow IH0-3 l4ato6 7 to10

Mar 2018 (avg.5.5) B34 13% 52% 26%
Mar 2020 (avg. 5.6) ELNNEER) 47% 29%

May 2020 (avg. 5.5) BEE3 19% 39% 31%
Apr 2021 (avg. 5.4)
Oct 2022 (avg.54) EI4 17% 47% 28%
Apr 2023* (avg. 5.5) 13% 55% 27%

May 2024 (avg. 5.8) ELNNNEESD 52% 26%
May 2025 (avg. 5.8) 14% 45% 36%

Poll respondents could select any number between 0 and 10. This chart lumps responses into broadly left (0 to 3),
broadly centre (4 to 6) and broadly right (7 to 10). To see a more granular breakdown, click here.

* The April 2023 poll only includes Calgary data
Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research (Robson Fletcher/CBC)

Most of the intensification happened on the right side of the political spectrum, with an expanding
number of Albertans rating themselves an eight, nine or 10. The left side of the spectrum, by
contrast, appears relatively stable.

In addition to ideology, Albertans appear to be polarizing on political values.
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Polarization on value questions

Since 2018, the number of Albertans who think we'd have fewer problems if there was more
emphasis on traditional family values has remained steady, with almost two-thirds of people
agreeing with that sentiment.

Yet, the number of Albertans who strongly agree with the importance of family values has notably
grown, from 35 to 40 per cent, over the last seven years.

Emphasis on family values

Society would have fewer problems if there were more emphasis on traditional family values.

B Strongly agree I Somewhat agree Ml Somewhat disagree [l Strongly disagree Not sure

March 2018 E{X™
March 2020 EGLA 7%

May 2025

*In March 2018 and March 2020 question was: This country would have fewer problems if there were more
emphasis on traditional family vaiues

Created with Datawrapper Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research « CBC News

Additionally, the number of Albertans who strongly agree that social programs make people less
willing to look after themselves has grown to 21 per cent in the recent poll, up from 15 per cent
when CBC News first asked the same question five years ago.

Impact of social programs

Social programs make people less wiling to look after themselves.

B strongly agree [ Somewhat agree Wl Somewhat disagree [l Strongly disagree Not sure

March 2020 BiX™

May 2025

Created with Datawrapper Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research « CBC News

"There is a clear fault line in Alberta today, and I think this mirrors a lot of what we're seeing
across the advanced industrial West," said Santos.

"What gets difficult,” he added, "is when people are unwilling to compromise, when disagreeing
leads to being disagreeable.”

There is also evidence of increasing polarization over Alberta's place in Canada — and Albertans'
attachment to the country and province,
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Attachment to province vs. country: 2020 to 2025

Respondents were asked: ‘Would you say you feel more attached to Alberta or Canada?'

W More attached to Alberta

M Both Equally There's been little change in attachment to Alberta
B More attached to Canada over the years, but attachment to Canada shot up in

B Not sure recent polling

March 2020
May 2020
April 2021
Oct. 2022

May 2025 K517 33% 34%

Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research (Chart: Robson Fletcher / CBC)

The lastest poll also found growing strength of support among Albertans who think the oil-rich
province would be better off if it separated from Canada. In March 2020, only 11 per cent
"strongly" agreed. But in the poll this spring, that sentiment grew to 17 per cent,

"I would say this is probably the most polarized that I've seen since I've been studying and
tracking public opinion in Alberta,"” said Santos.

* ANALYSIS Poll suggests Alberta voters' honeymoon with Danielle Smith and UCP
endures

* ANALYSIS NDP still waiting for Nenshi wave: poll shows party farther behind UCP with
new leader

There's also evidence of polarization when it comes to Smith's leadership, as premier.

Talking with about a dozen voters in Calgary's southeast community of McKenzie Towne about
Smith, it was easy to find divided opinions.

Most people either loved her or were quite disappointed, aligning with the CBC News
polling results that suggest roughly equal numbers of Albertans are extremely impressed with her,
or not impressed at all.

A small group — only 16 per cent of Albertans — had a middle-of-the-road impression of Smith.

And this growing division may be a byproduct of Alberta's increasingly competitive political
landscape, according to Janet Brown, who conducted the poll for CBC News.
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Why are we seeing increasing polarization?

For decades, Progressive Conservative governments remained a constant in Alberta politics.
The party's unbroken rule — 12 consecutive election wins — ran from 1971 to 2015.

Brown believes the election of the New Democrats a decade ago dialled up the polarization she
found in her recent random survey of 1,200 Albertans.

"For a long time, Alberta was essentially a one-party state," said Brown.
The surprise win of the NDP 10 years ago thrust Alberta into a competitive, two-party system.
"It just makes politics a lot more divisive. It makes public dialogue more contentious,"” said Brown.

The NDP government was a "shock to the political system," according to Young, who has studied
Alberta politics for decades.

"It really did send everyone to their corners, politically," she added.

The NDP win in 2015 also appears to have amped up the emotions — or affective polarization — in
Alberta politics, according to Young.

"We see people on both sides entrenching themselves more and more," she said.

This widening divide may repel middle-of-the-road Alberta voters such as Reimer, who prides
herself on being a centrist.

"Hopefully, we can grow that middle group,” she said.

"I think that would be better for our society, as a whole, if we could have more people in the
middle, not just full black and white on one side or the other."
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The CBC News random survey of 1,200 Albertans was conducted using a hybrid method between
May 7 to 21, 2025, by Edmonton-based Trend Research under the direction of Janet Brown Opinion
Research. The sample is representative of regional, age and gender factors. The margin of error is +/-
2.8 percentage points, 19 times out of 20. For subsets, the margin of error is larger.

The survey used a hybrid methodology that involved contacting survey respondents by telephone
and giving them the option of completing the survey at that time, at another more convenient time,
or receiving an email link and completing the survey online. Trend Research contacted people using
a random list of numbers, consisting of 40 per cent landlines and 60 per cent cellphone numbers.
Telephone numbers were dialed up to five times at five different times of day before another
telephone number was added to the sample, The response rate among valid numbers (i.e., residential
and personal) was 12.8 per cent.
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Calgary - Analysis

Albertans for Carney? They're as impressed
with new PM as they are with Poilievre: poll

Liberal leader rated very or somewhat impressive by 4 in 10 CPC voters

@ Jason Markusoff - CBC News - Posted: Jun 05, 2025 2:00 AM MDT | Last Updated: June 5
<&

Liberals give Prime Minister Mark Carney the white-hat treatment at his April rally in Calgary. (Todd
Korol/Reuters)

X = & in

EDITOR'S NOTE: CBC News commissioned this public opinion research to be conducted
immediately following the federal election and leading into the second anniversary of the United
Conservative Party's provincial election win in May 2023. As with all polls, this one provides a
snapshot in time. This analysis is one in a series of articles from this research.

Alberta's politics are not without their complexity. Here's one striking new example.

While this is a province where many people are newly interested in separating from Canada
because the Liberals won — again — and nearly all ridings went Conservative — again — Albertans
appear as likely to express admiration for Mark Carney as for Pierre Poilievre.
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Alberta's politics are not without their complexity. Here's one striking new example.

While this is a province where many people are newly interested in separating from Canada
because the Liberals won — again — and nearly all ridings went Conservative — again — Albertans
appear as likely to express admiration for Mark Carney as for Pierre Poilievre.

Yes, Albertans.

A new Janet Brown Opinion Research poll conducted after the federal election for CBC News
asked respondents for their impression of the federal Liberal and Conservative leaders, on a 10-
point scale, where O means deeply unimpressed and 10 means utterly dazzled.

And the results for Carney and Poilievre are nearly identical.

Impressions of federal leaders

On a scale from O to 10 where O means you are not at all impressed and 10 means you are very impressed, how
would you rate each of the following federal party leaders.

M Very impressed (7 to 10) & Somewhat impressed (4 to 6) INot at all impressed (Oto3)  Not sure

Mark Carney, Prime Minister and Leader of e 7

the Liberal Party of Canada 37% 25% 32%

Pierre Poilievre, Leader of the Conservative == __
Party of Canada 38% 23% | 35%

Created with Datawrapper Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research « CBC News

Conservatives won nearly all the seats in the province and 65 per cent of the votes, compared to
the Liberals' 28 per cent — far back, even if it was their best performance in Alberta in a half-
century.

But the polling data suggests the number of Albertans who are very impressed with Carney
outstrips the number who voted for him. It also suggests that significant numbers of Conservative
voters aren't enamoured with their own leader, though some may consider themselves hopeful
about the new Liberal prime minister.

Typically, voter choices are largely driven by a party's leader, said John Santos, data scientist for
the polling firm. The similarities in Albertans' views of Carney and Poilievre are a striking departure
for that norm.

“The parties they lead couldn't have been more far apart in terms of results [in the province]."

CBC NewsThe Road Ahead Poll Summagyay 2025

42



* Carney discusses 'partnerships' with oil and gas executives in Calgary

Bryndis Whitson ran unsuccessfully for the Liberals in Calgary Signal Hill, finishing 24 points
behind Conservative David McKenzie.

But she's been campaigning for Liberals in Calgary since 1997, and said this was the most
positivity she ever encountered.

"There were some people who really, really liked Carney, and there was also a factor of people
being very, very unsure about Pierre,"” Whitson said.

Bryndis Whitson, the Liberal candidate in Calgary Signal Hill, said campaigning for Carney was the most positive
experience she's had as a Calgary Liberal in nearly 30 years. (Contributed by Bryndis Whitson)

She had begun door-knocking as a Liberal while Justin Trudeau was still prime minister. She
recalls getting praise for her own ideas and background in the supply chain sector, but people
were turned off by her leader.

That all changed with Carney at the helm.

"I think most Conservatives were very willing to give him a chance," she said.
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She had begun door-knocking as a Liberal while Justin Trudeau was still prime minister. She
recalls getting praise for her own ideas and background in the supply chain sector, but people
were turned off by her leader.

That all changed with Carney at the helm.

"I think most Conservatives were very willing to give him a chance," she said.

Poilievre certainly had his regional strongholds in the survey, with respondents far more likely to
report a better impression of him outside Edmonton or Calgary, and among men.

In line with party preferences, Carney had higher rankings among women. Poilievre's and Carney's
scores broken down by gender are nearly mirror images of each other.

Impressions of federal leaders, by gender

On a scale from O to 10 where O means you are not at all impressed and 10 means you are very impressed, how
would you rate the following leaders?

M Very impressed (7 to 10) Somewhat impressed (4 to 6) [l Not at all impressed (0 to 3) Not sure

Men
Women
Mark Carney 24% E -

Created with Datawrapper Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research « CBC News

OK with boomers

Poilievre narrowly edged out Carney's rating among millennial Albertans and Gen X.

But the wider gap was among seniors, who were far more impressed by Carney, and more
unimpressed by his Conservative rival.
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Impressions of federal leaders, by age

On a scale from 0 to 10 where O means you are not at all impressed and 10 means you are very impressed, how
would you rate the following leaders?

M Very impressed (7 to 10) ™ Somewhat impressed (4 to 6) [l Not at all impressed (0 to 3) Not sure
18-24

2
5% E

Pierre Poilievre

4% 19%
15%
25-44
45-64
65+
39%

Created with Datawrapper Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research « CBC News
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Karamveer Lalh, a lawyer and longtime Conservative campaigner, helped the party's candidate win
in Edmonton Southeast, where Mayor Amarjeet Sohi ran as a Liberal.

He said older voters tended to be aware of Carney's background in finance and as the central bank
governor in England and Canada, and that outshone the resumés of both Trudeau and Poilievre.

Poilievre hugs his mother Marlene Poilievre during a campaiagn event in his Calgary hometown, (Jeff

McIntosh/The Canadian Press)

Who else is showing more warmth lately toward the new Liberal leader? Alberta Premier Danielle
Smith, who stated after this week's premiers' meeting with the prime minister in Saskatoon that
she saw an "immediate change" with Carney, after repeatedly crossing swords with Trudeau and

his focus on climate action instead of boosting Alberta's oil and gas sector.

"I haven't heard a prime minister say we want to build a bitumen pipeline to the northwest coast
in a long time," Smith told Power & Politics on Monday.

"The fact that we have a change of tone and a change of direction from this prime minister is very
encouraging."

Still, Alberta's premier has warned of a "national unity crisis" if the Carney government doesn't
clear hurdles to pipeline development and roll back other oil-and-gas-related regulations.

And there's also renewed interest in Alberta separatism, although this poll also suggests just 28
per cent of Albertans would vote to break the province off from Canada in the aftermath of Carney
becoming prime minister. (Notably less than the 37 per cent who say they are highly impressed by
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* Poll finds Albertans' attachment to Canada has grown as support for separatism has
hardened

This is, of course, an early stage for Carney's leadership, and most new prime ministers enjoy a
honeymoon period, said data scientist Santos.

But it appears that, for now, many Albertans perceive a key figure during past economic crises is
the appropriate person for this moment of U.S. tariffs and economic upheaval.

"If Albertans are going to be warm to any federal Liberal leader, one who comes from big business
from that right flank of the federal Liberal Party is going to be one of the Liberal leaders that, if
they don't like more, will at least dislike less,"” Santos said.

Conservative voters in Alberta are still predominantly more impressed by their own leader — and
since there are far more of them, Poilievre's impression scores pull roughly even with Carney.
However, four in 10 Conservative voters give Carney either a high or moderate score, as opposed
to fewer than one-quarter of Liberals doing the same for Poilievre.

Impressions of federal leaders, by federal vote

On a scale from O to 10 where O means you are not at all impressed and 10 means you are very impressed, how
would you rate each of the following federal party leaders.

M Very impressed (7 to 10) [ Somewhat impressed (4 to 6) [l Not at all impressed (0 to 3) Not sure
Liberal voters

Mark Carney 82% 13% '

Pierre Poilievre .m

Conservative voters

varkcamey [ E51%
pierre poiievre. [ N

Created with Datawrapper Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research « CBC News

6%

"He was viewed favourably in Conservative circles before he came out as a partisan,” Lalh says of
Carney.

"He was sort of seen as technocratic, well respected — helped to navigate the financial crisis."

Conversely, 82 per cent of Liberal voters said they were highly impressed with Carney, compared to
68 per cent of Conservative voters who expressed that same sentiment about Poilievre.

It might be chalked up to how polarizing each leader is. When Lalh would knock on doors
of Conservative supporters, they tended to dump on the Liberals but not much on their new leader.
When he visited Liberal doors, he'd more often get an earful about Poilievre.

"Carney was fresh enough at the doors anyway that the people who were not particularly fans of

PoilistraRadSasitenteaAKELq e Q1R &ipreajssosath said.
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Conservative campaigner Karamveer Lalh said many fellow partisans admired Carney's background and crisis
management skills before the former banker joined the Liberal fray. (Scott Neufeld/CBC)

As for himself, Lalh said he appreciates how Carney has signalled he wants to address Alberta's
concerns about getting its natural resources to market, but added: "I am reserving judgment until
I see if he can walk the walk."

Given that this survey measures how impressed Albertans are with the respective leaders, part of
the lower score for Poilievre among his own partisans may have to do with voters being
unimpressed his Conservatives lost, and that he lost his own seat, Santos noted. (Winning, of
course, impresses more than losing does.)

e ANALYSIS Why Alberta politics may be getting more polarized — and why that matters

But it appears from this poll that Carney has a reservoir of goodwill among even Albertans who
didn't vote for him.

Smith has cautioned that while Carney's words and direction have impressed her, she's keen to
see action on her priorities from the Liberals.

It's those next steps that could determine whether Albertans sour on Carney like they did with his
predecessors, or if they have finally found a Liberal leader they can get behind.
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The CBC News random survey of 1,200 Albertans was conducted using a hybrid method between
May 7 to 21, 2025, by Edmonton-based Trend Research under the direction of Janet Brown Opinion
Research. The sample is representative of regional, age and gender factors. The margin of error is +/-
2.8 percentage points, 19 times out of 20. For subsets, the margin of error is larger.

The survey used a hybrid methodology that involved contacting survey respondents by telephone
and giving them the option of completing the survey at that time, at another more convenient time,
or receiving an email link and completing the survey online. Trend Research contacted people using
a random list of numbers, consisting of 40 per cent landlines and 60 per cent cellphone numbers.
Telephone numbers were dialled up to five times at five different times of day before another
telephone number was added to the sample. The response rate among valid numbers (i.e. residential
and personal) was 12.8 per cent.
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Calgary - Analysis

Lowered expectations? Young Albertans most
financially stressed but no more worried about
being 'left behind'

'We thought we'd see a generational difference in there — and we didn't,’ pollster says

e Robson Fletcher - CBC News - Posted: Jun 09, 2025 6:00 AM MDT | Last Updated: June 9
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Mark Patzer, 27, is a Calgary resident who says he feels lucky to have landed a job that pays a 'livable salary' at a
relatively young age. (James Young/CBC)

X = & in (® 485 comments

EDITOR'S NOTE: CBC News commissioned this public opinion research to be conducted
immediately following the federal election and leading into the second anniversary of the United
Conservative Party's provincial election win in May 2023. As with all polls, this one provides a
snapshot in time. This analysis is one in a series of articles from this research.
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Mark Patzer is among a minority of Albertans his age; he's very confident he'll have enough money
saved for retirement.

"I just started planning at a young age," said Patzer, 27, who works as an environmental scientist
in Calgary. "I have an RRSP. I prioritized putting money toward that over other things for the hope
of one day retiring.”

He credits his financial situation to decisions he made in his early 20s: "Living at home for a while,
living with roommates for a while, just doing the uncomfortable situations for as long as possible
to get ahead financially, because it's harder to do nowadays."

He also counts himself lucky to have found a good job shortly after graduating.

"I started making a livable salary right out of school, which sometimes takes people a while," he
said.

* Poll finds Albertans' attachment to Canada has grown as support for separatism has
hardened

* ANALYSIS Poll suggests Alberta voters' honeymoon with Danielle Smith and UCP
endures

In the past, a livable salary for a post-secondary graduate may have been an expectation. But
these days, it's less of a given for young folks like Patzer. His perspective might help explain a
puzzling result from a recent poll conducted for CBC Calgary.

On the one hand, young people are more likely than older people to say they're having trouble
meeting their monthly expenses. That's not too surprising. Young people also tend to be less
confident when it comes to having enough money saved for retirement. Again, not surprising.

On the other hand, young people are just as likely as older Albertans to agree that, "If things keep
going the way they are, people like me will get left behind."

Albertans' worry about being 'left behind,' by age
Respondents were prompted: If things keep going the way they are, people like me will get left behind,

M Strongly agree W Somewhat agree || Somewhat disagree [l Strongly disagree [l Don't know / No answer

18-24 PITA - 28% 16%

21% 6%
18% 7%
21% 5%

Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research (Chart: Robson Fletcher / CBC)
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That's the surprising bit.

"When we asked people about feeling left behind, we thought we'd see a generational difference
in there — and we didn't see that," said pollster Janet Brown, who conducted the public-opinion
research for CBC News.

"One of the first things we do is we look for those subgroup differences. But sometimes when you
don't see subgroup differences, that can be interesting too."

So what is going on here?

A statistical analysis of the poll results suggests young people's thoughts on being "left behind"
are tied less to their personal financial situation, compared to older folks. It's hard to say
definitively why that is, but some of it may have to do with different expectations than previous
generations when it comes to work and life, a sense of camaraderie with others going through the
same struggles, and good old youthful optimism that there's plenty of time to turn things around.

The data differences

Brown said the survey questions were designed to track a wide range of Albertans' sentiments and
examine the relationships between those sentiments.

The "left behind" question, in particular, was deliberately worded in a way that could leave
respondents with some room for interpretation.

"It's about getting at that fundamental value of whether they feel there's something that's
inherently unfair for people like them," said Brown.

That broader question was accompanied by much more specific questions about
individual financial situations.

You can see the results from those questions in the charts below.

Quite clearly, the below results show younger people are more worried than older folks about both
their short-term and long-term finances.
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Albertans' financial security, by age

Respondents were asked: In recent months, how easy or difficult has it been for you to meet your monthly
expenses?

M Very easy ! Somewhat easy M Somewhat difficult [l Very difficuit ll Don't know / No answer

Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research (Chart: Robson Fletcher / CBC)
Albertans' retirement confidence, by age

Respondents were asked: How confident are you that you have or will have enough money saved up in order to
retire?

B vVery | Somewhat B Notvery [lNotatall llDon't know / No answer

45-64 BItA

65+ 34%

Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research (Chart: Robson Fletcher / CBC)

John Santos, a data scientist with the Janet Brown Opinion Research polling firm, says you can
see a relationship in the poll results between Albertans' sense of financial security and their
sentiments about being "left behind" — except among the youngest Albertans.

Among the oldest folks, those who worried more about their personal finances were also much
more likely to worry about being "left behind."

However, Santos says that statistical relationship diminishes as respondents get younger, to the
point of disappearing altogether.
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When it comes to 18-to-24-year-olds, in particular, there was no statistically significant difference
in their responses to the "left behind" question, whether they were comfortable about their
retirement savings or not.

Albertans' worry about being 'left behind,' by age and confidence in retirement savings

Respondents who agreed with the statement : If things keep going the way they are, people like me will get left
behind.

M Agree . -
WD 18-to-24 responses within margin of
Disagree error (no statistically significant

Don't know difference)
18to 24 I
Confident in retirement savings 48%

Not confident in retirment savings Ex$A

25to 44
Confident in retirement savings 35% 59%

Not confident in retirment savings

45 to 64

Confident in retirement savings 10%
Not confident in retirment savings
65+

Confident in retirement savings -:
Not confident in retirment savings E¥g 13%

Source: Janet Brown Opinion Research / Trend Research (Chart: Robson Fletcher/CBC)

It's possible, Santos said, that retirement just seems so far off for many young people that other
considerations may be top of mind when answering the "left behind" question.

Young folks may also feel "they have time to make up any kind of lost financial ground," he said,
while the reality of what retirement looks like may be more apparent for older folks.

Brown also believes it has a lot to do with where people are compared to where they figured they
would be at this point in their lives.

"We think it has to do with expectation,” she said. "When people got their education or training,
what kind of an income were they expecting and are they getting that?"

And this brings us back to Patzer and his "livable salary" at age 27.

CBC NewsThe Road Ahead Poll SummagyMay 2025

55



Grading on a curve?

Young people these days have adjusted their expectations to fit with the reality they face, Patzer
believes.

So while many might be struggling to find good jobs, buy houses and save for retirement, there's a

sense of camaraderie in the struggle.

Patzer offered an analogy that would be familiar to university and college students: "If you fail a
test, but your friend also fails, then you don't feel as bad, because you're both in the same
position."

Especially for people in that 18-to-24 age range who are looking around at each other, he said,
everyone might seem to be going through the same kinds of challenges, so no one seems "left
behind."

* ANALYSIS Albertans for Carney? They're as impressed with new PM as they are with
Poilievre: poll

* ANALYSIS NDP still waiting for Nenshi wave: poll shows party farther behind UCP with
new leader

"I think that was the case when we were all 23, 24, and no one really had that clear path yet," he
said. "People were starting jobs, but the financial differences weren't that apparent.”

But a few years later, he's already starting to see that change.

"Now that I'm 27, turning 28, I think that separation of what people's salaries are, is becoming a
lot more evident," he said.

"Some people might feel like they've kind of missed the bus on that or they are falling behind.”
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Calgary - Analysis

How voters in rural conservative heartland
wrestle with Alberta separatism

Front Burner and CBC News visited small town voting in two big rural byelections

? Jason Markusoff - CBC News - Posted: Jun 20, 2025 2:00 AM MDT | Last Updated: June 20
4

ERTA
NDEPENDENCE
DISCUSSION

Alberta independence activists speak at a forum in Three Hills, Alta., on June 11. (Jason Markusoff/CBC)
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Cam Davies asked the audience in the Three Hills community hall for a show of hands: who
believes Alberta should give Prime Minister Mark Carney a chance to provide for their province.

Among the approximately 150 people at this pro-independence event, one hand went up. "There's
always one," remarked Davies, leader of the Republican Party of Alberta, to scattered laughter.

The event in this central Alberta town of about 3,000 was pitched as a lecture series on the
upsides of Alberta separation, but doubled as a campaign rally for Davies, running in the upcoming
provincial byelection in Olds-Didsbury-Three Hills.
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Electing a separatist here, attendees were told, would send a message to the federal and
provincial governments. Gord Kesler was there to testify to that — he'd grabbed headlines 43 years
ago for winning a provincial seat for another separatist party, during another stretch of heated
anti-Ottawa mood.

"I'd love to brand you all freedom warriors," Kesler said, asking how many in the crowd would vote
for Davies.

Most hands went up, but some noticeably stayed down.

Part of that may reflect geographical reality.

Some in the hall, including a local separatist and the town mayor, said they only recognized around
one-quarter or fewer of the audience as Three Hills residents.

Several attendees visited from an hour's drive or more away — places like Calgary, or Ponoka
County, or Westlock.

Three Hills resident Mike Litke and his partner paid $20 each for Republican ballcaps — his in
camouflage, hers in tan — and believe Alberta would be freer and better off if the province became
its own republic,

They'd travelled elsewhere before for separatist gatherings, but this was their first in their
hometown. Almost the first time they've heard the topic come up in Three Hills.

"I haven't heard separation mentioned in this town at all," Litke said.

But if you talk to people in and around Three Hills, they've thought plenty about Alberta's place
within Canada. You will hear how they hold out hope for a better deal (and a pipeline or two) from
Carney, and how that big option to leave will wind up being more tempting if nothing changes.

CBC Calgary and the Front Burner podcast ventured to Three Hills because it's in Alberta’s political
crosshairs like no other place.
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Voters in the town of Three Hills, 90 minutes northeast of Calgary, have a provincial byelection on June 23 and a
federal byelection later this year, in which Conservative Leader Pierre Poilievre intends to run. (Jason
Markusoff/CBC)

Residents vote not only in next Monday's provincial byelection, but also in the coming weeks in the
federal Conservative stronghold of Battle River-Crowfoot, where the MP resigned this week so
Conservative Leader Pierre Poilievre can secure a seat after losing his own riding in Ottawa in the
federal election.

Alberta independence may become its own ballot question here next year if a looming petition
drive is successful in triggering a provincial referendum.

With support for separatism running below 30 per cent throughout Alberta and much lower in
Calgary and Edmonton, activists will have to run up the numbers in places like Three Hills if they
want Alberta out of Canada.

Like many other residents in the area, realtor Donald MacDonald uses marital analogies to
describe the strained relationship between Alberta and Canada.

"In any marriage, there comes points in time where people do not feel respected, where we lose
every sense of trust, and where things are dictated to you, where people vote with their feet," said
MacDonald, who won a 1992 provincial byelection in Three Hills for a more conservative version of
the Alberta Liberals.
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"So, my hope, my prayer, is that we are able to resolve things. There is a reality that people get
pushed too far and they say, 'Enough is enough."

Personally, MacDonald isn't there, certainly not yet. His dad served Canada in the Second World
War, and he considers himself patriotic.

But he's convinced the status quo isn't working, and supports Premier Danielle Smith's push to
demand Ottawa clear the way for new energy corridors to export more of Alberta’'s oil and gas.

"The separatist parties that are driving a wedge here, trying to drive a wedge right now, that we're
gonna change all this overnight, that's naive," MacDonald said. "Any kind of change is a process.
It's going to take time."

Ray Wildeman, the mayor of Three Hills, said he met Davies at a vintage car show downtown this
month. He warned the separatist candidate he doesn't want to throw Canada into the crusher, "in
the hopes it's going to be reshaped into some grand new design."

The mayor recalled Davies' response: Ottawa built the crusher.

Three Hills Mayor Ray Wildeman, who owns & woodworking business, said separatists are misleading Albertans
about how great things would be if the province struck out on its own. (Jason Markusoff/CBC)
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Wildeman has perused the rosy financial pictures that separation advocates paint of a standalone
Alberta that avoids equalization and federal taxes, and wishes more of them understood like he
does how government and bureaucracies really work.

"That's what I see for an independent Alberta, a lot of frantic scurrying around trying to recreate
what we already have in place,” the mayor said.

He thinks most people in his town see it the way he does.

"They see confusion, they see chaos, are they going to see more dollars in their pocket? Maybe in
the short term."”

Even having a red Republican Party lawn sign for Davies wasn't necessarily a clear indication
somebody was separatist.

Pat Elliott, who works in the kitchen of the town's century-old bible college, said she agreed to let
a polite door-knocker put it in the front yard outside her mobile home. She supported some of the
party's ideas, like fighting for a better federal relationship, but insisted: "No, I am definitely not a
separatist.

"I have a daughter that lives in P.E.L.," Elliott said. "Is she going to be needing a passport to come
and see me? Or do I need one to go visit her? I should hope not."

Sonja Farrell is ready to take Alberta out of Canada, and sort out the consequences later. She
moved from Ontario two decades ago to attend bible college in Three Hills, and found work in the
town post office. When Canada Post mandated she wear a medical mask during the COVID
pandemic, that was a sign to Farrell that Canada was headed in the wrong direction.

She was at the independence event, serving up coffee and cookies from the community hall's
kitchen.

Her vision of Alberta separatism is less economically centred than others.

“To me I see Alberta being a bit of a beachhead, a place where we can keep that last refuge of
freedom or at least start it so that there is freedom in Canada because I think that freedom is
going to be a thing of the past.”
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Gordon Kesler, right, who won an Alberta byelection in 1982 for the separatist Western Canada Concept, speaks
at a pro-independence forum in Three Hills. Also seated, from left, Chris Scott of Alberta Prosperity Project,
David Parker of Take Back Alberta, and Republican Party Leader Cam Davies. (Jason Markusoff/CBC)

Frustrations with the pandemic laws seem to have lit a fire for many independence backers. Litke
said he'd been a support driver for the Freedom Convoy activists in Coutts, Alta., and wore a
“resistance" sweatshirt with a tattered Canadian flag emblem in memory of the convoy.

Jacquie Bargholz said she began attending speaker events during COVID, events that sometimes
flouted gathering limits. Some of those same speakers were advocating separatism this month in
Three Hills, and she drove from Sundre, more than one hour to the west, to hear them again.

She wore a "More Alberta, Less Ottawa" sweatshirt she picked up at a UCP convention in 2023,
though her stance has now evolved to "No Ottawa."

"We can be an independent province. Back then I didn't think that," Bargholz explained.

"I thought we were strong, we're going to stand up for ourselves within Canada. I don't think it can
happen any more."

Her adult son Ryan Bargholz joined her in Three Hills. "It's time for us to stand up for ourselves
and be on our own, make decisions with our own money and not spend it on Ottawa and Quebec

and their happiness.”
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The mix of locals and visitors at the independence rally was dwarfed by a crowd that gathered
earlier that week for a town hall with Premier Smith and Tara Sawyer, the grain farmer running for
the UCP in the riding.

o

" Tara

United Conservative candidate Tara Sawyer warned a Three Hills audience against splitting the conservative
vote, and urged solidarity behind Premier Danielle Smith. (YouTube/United Conservative Party)

In front of more than 300 in the bible college's chapel, Sawyer appeared to warn about Davies's
party without naming it. "Some forces are trying to divide us and split the [conservative] vote," she
said. "We cannot let that happen.”

That event’'s main draw was the premier, and attendees had many questions for Smith, on
everything from health policy and education to wind power and Smith's appointment of Sawyer as
a candidate. Fourteen questions in all — and none concerned separation.

In an interview, Davies called Three Hills his "toughest area in the whole riding,” and said
separatism gets more support in other towns, While some UCP insiders quietly doubt his
assertion, there were noticeably more Republican party signs on lawns in the town of Didsbury, a
45-minute drive to the west, than in Three Hills when the CBC news crews rolled through last
week.
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A Janet Brown Opinion Research survey last month found that 38 per cent of rural Albertans
would vote yes to separate in a referendum, compared to 28 per cent in the province overall.

MacDonald, when told CBC News hadn't found as many determined separatists as polls suggest
exist in small towns, suggested a trip to Three Hills's agricultural outskirts.

At Harold Bayes's cattle feedlot, the third-generation farmer offered more marriage analogies.

"If we can't get from a contemptuous relationship to a collaborative relationship, at some point
and time, the final separation happens, right?" Bayes said at his dining room table.
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Harold Bayes, a feedlot owner west of Three Hills, said he would sign a petition forcing a secession referendum,
if only to make Ottawa pay more attention to Alberta's demands. (Jason Markusoff/CBC)
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He feels if there isn't change, especially movement on interprovincial pipelines, "I'd be out the
door.”

Bayes said he'd likely sign a petition demanding a secession referendum, to "bring the thing to a
head" and make the federal government pay attention.

The idea of having Poilievre as his riding's MP after the next byelection doesn't move Bayes much,

"It's not like I would think there's a great big perk coming to our constituency just because he's
the leader of the Opposition, right?"”

* Separatists say Alberta's culture is rooted in traditional values. Many say those values
don't define them

Keith Doerksen, his grain farmer friend, said he's getting close to the "enough is enough" point as
well.

"There's lots of us with one foot out the door, but we're just waiting for some leadership, federal
leadership, to show which way we're going to go."

But Doerksen also believes that Alberta would never separate. Become more autonomous within
confederation perhaps, but not leave entirely.

"What's to be gained by creating your own landlocked country?" he asks.

* Poll finds Albertans' attachment to Canada has grown as support for separatism has
hardened

At the entry gates to his cattle farm, Bayes keeps up a Canadian flag and an ultramarine Alberta
flag. He'd just replaced both that day, after the old ones had been tattered in the wind.

He's asked if he gives any thought to only keeping the blue one. Not at all, Bayes said.

"I still live in Canada.”
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Calgary

We're on a mission to understand Alberta. Take
this quiz and put yourself on the map

Polling data tells half the story. Now we want to hear from you

@ Elise Stolte - CBC News « Posted: Jul 02, 2025 4:50 PM MDT | Last Updated: July 15
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What does it mean to be Albértan?

o 14 daysago | 2:40 @

Nearly five million people live in Alberta, but is there a consensus on what it means to be a resident of this
province? And where does the conversation around separatism fit into our identity? The CBC's Elise Stolte hit
the sidewalks in Calgary to ask people

X = & in
Alberta. We're big. We're beautiful ... and complex!

Our province is a great place to live, and if you've been here awhile, you know it's been changing.
Our population is booming, we've gone through booms and busts. You might be new to Alberta, or
a bunch of your neighbours are. The society is shifting, the economy is shifting, the politics are
always shifting. So... what does it mean to be Albertan now? Right now. Today.

What do we all have in common? Something? Nothing? What's our identity? What do we MEAN
when we say we are Albertan?
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Well. We don't have the answers. But we're sure interested in asking the question. So....

CBC Calgary recently commissioned Janet Brown Opinion Research to do a poll. We asked 1,200
Albertans about their values, political positions and thoughts on Alberta. We reported on some of
it here.

Now we want to expand on what we heard. We want to hear from YOU.

We're going to be at community events across Calgary talking with anyone and everyone. And if
you don't see us, try this little questionnaire on your own.

It's only eight questions. Then you can see where you are in relation to what our large survey
found about Albertans.

The results? Well, you may end up exactly where you thought you were, or, you could end up with a
surprise. Anyway, it's fun to think about this stuff. If you want, you could do this with a class, or
friends around a picnic table over a couple beers.

What does it mean to be Albertan? Who are we?

And because CBC is a broadcaster, we'd love to broadcast your thoughts. So, when you're finished
the questionnaire, click on the video button below to share what you think, or just send an email to
me, CBC producer Elise Stolte, at elise.stolte@chc.ca.

If you want to be sure not to miss the stories about what we learn, subscribe to Your Calgary
Weekly.
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Step 1: Take the questionnaire
Online questionnaire

Paper version

Feel free to print the paper version and use it with a group.

Step 2: Reflection

The answers in your quiz gave you a number on separatism (vertical axis) and political values
(horizontal axis). Find where you are on the Alberta values graph below and read descriptions of
each segment of Albertans.

Then take some time to think through these questions:

* What does it mean to you to be Albertan? Or a Canadian?

* When it comes to being Albertan, what strength do you think being from this place gives
you?

* What's one thing you'd like to change about what the rest of Canada thinks about
Albertans and our story?

* If you moved here from somewhere else, at what moment did you realize you are an
Albertan?

* Looking at that graph, if you had to give "Albertans like you" a cheeky group name, what
would you say?

Step 3: Tell us what you think

On a phone or computer, click the video icon, listen to the prompt and record your key takeaway.

There's no download required. And you can tell us in the app if your video response is just for our
ears, or if we can share it. We'll give it a listen and get in touch.
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